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From the Editor
Volume 33, No. 1
February 2009

The End of an Era

H

e slipped away quietly early in the New Year on the morning of January 3rd. He
was never one to make a fuss. His passing marked the end of an era.
Fr. Garry McCarthy was the youngest member of the founding group of six
Irish Spiritans who came to Woodstock, Ontario in 1954. And in the following years he,
more than any other, influenced the direction the Spiritans would take in English Canada
and the spirit which would permeate their work.
During his years among us Garry worked in pastoral ministry, he was a teacher and
school administrator, he was a missionary in Africa, a retreat giver, a novice master, a
regional superior, a spiritual director of note. His ministry with youth was particularly
successful as they recognized and admired his simplicity and absolute transparency.
During his fifty-five years of ministry here, the leadership of the group rested in the
hands of Irish-born Spiritans who followed Garry and the pioneer group across the
Atlantic. Over the years they have been joined by other Spiritans from Portugal, Trinidad,
Ghana, Sierra Leone, Poland and Nigeria, as well as native-born Canadians.
Looking back on his career. Garry would have seen how God had blessed the work
he began.
During his lifetime Spiritans served the church in Canada by undertaking pastoral
ministry in nine dioceses from Toronto to Vancouver, they founded and staffed Neil
McNeil High School in Toronto, still a jewel in the Spiritan crown. Thirty-three Spiritans
including Garry have taught there over its fifty year history and in conjunction with the
Toronto Catholic District School Board, plans have been made to ensure that its future
will be just as glorious as its past.
The group also pioneered the establishing of a new form of membership in the
Spiritans. In Canada Lay Spiritans were first accepted into the congregation and bound to
it by promises. Their work is seen as truly Spiritan and they share in all the benefits of the
spiritual life of the group. Spiritans in many other countries have followed the Canadian
example of welcoming lay people into their midst.
Another initiative of the group was the founding of VICS, to train, place and support
qualified Canadians who are willing to serve in a mission territory for a period of two
years or more. The VICS movement has been singularly successful, with an active group
of former volunteers helping to support those currently in the mission fields. Over seven
hundred VICS volunteers have served overseas.
The impact of Spiritans has been very significant in the areas of Catholic education
especially in Ontario and Alberta, in the Catholic press through its magazine Spiritan as
well as the fifteen books written by its members, in overseas missions where a new
Spiritan foundation was opened in Papua New Guinea and in the significant financial
support that was given to a variety of other missions.
The small seed planted in Woodstock in 1954 has grown in Garry’s lifetime into a
flourishing plant, and the time for a change of leadership has come.
Now Fr. Bob Colburn (Carrott River, Saskatchewan) is at the helm, Fr. Paul McAuley
(Georgetown, Ontario) is treasurer and a wonderful mixture of Canadian Spiritans, some
born in Ghana, Nigeria, Sierra Leone and Poland, carry on the work. They will need the
same level of friendship and support that you have afforded to Spiritan ministries for the
past fifty-five years. I am certain that they will receive it.
Gerry FitzGerald CSSp
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